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IMPEL

• The European Union Network for 

the IMPlementation and 

Enforcement of Environmental Law 

(IMPEL)

• An international non-profit 

organisation of environmental 

authorities

• Founded in 1992. Legal seat in 

Brussels; https://www.impel.eu

• 55 members authorities from 36 

European countries

• >850 involved experts

https://www.impel.eu/


• Industry and Air

• Water and Land

• Waste

• Nature Protection

• The European Union Network for the IMPlementation and 

Enforcement of Environmental Law (IMPEL)



IMPEL Nature Protection

Focus on practical implementation and
enforcement of European Union Nature 
legislation:

Birds Directive

Habitats Directive



EU Birds and Habitats Directives

• Birds directive (1979) aims to 
protect all European wild birds

• Habitats directive (1992) aims 
to ensure the conservation of 
flora and fauna species by 
protecting their habitats





What is the result of all efforts?



What is the result of all efforts?



Key pillar of the

EU Green Deal



flight safety nature protection

Dr. Michał Skakuj



Regulations ~ flight safety





Regulations ~ nature conservation



flight safety nature protection

Derogation: Not possible
 Flight safety is nr 1 priority

Derogation: yes, but!



flight safety nature protection

EU BIRDS DIRECTIVE – Article 9

1. Member States may derogate from the privisions of Articles 5 to 8, 

where there is no other satisfactory solution, for the following

reasons:

(a) – in the interest of public health and safety.

- in the interests of air safety,



WHM Strategies

HABITAT MANAGEMENT (fence -
vegetation – water – infrastructure)
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Harassment techniques



Trap and relocate
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Flight safety Nature Conservation



Flight safety Nature Conservation
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Flight safety Nature Conservation



Flight safety Nature Conservation



Nature Conservation Concern
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Nature Conservation Concern

50 years later... 2023
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Questions to be addressed

1. Which species / numbers are present at the European aerodromes?

2. How many animals are hit by aircraft in Europe?

3. How many are killed / relocated / harassed ~ the derogation?

4. How is the process to issue, execute and oversight ~ the derogation?

5. What are the good / better / best WHM practices at aerodromes?

6. What are good / better / best practices for a win – win situation for both 
flight safety and nature conservation?



Aerodromes in Europe (visited in red dots)



Bonusses of the IMPEL project Birds @ Aerodromes

1. setting up the Flight Safety Task Force ~ EGMP



Bonusses of the IMPEL project Birds @ Aerodromes

2. drafting a paragraph about Flight Safety in the 
Guidance for the Birds Directive Article 9



Looking forward meeting you at your airbases

Thank you!

Email: birds@mindef.nl

Website: www.impel.eu

http://www.impel.eu/

